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Fishery Conservation and Management § 622.377 

mackerel possessed in the Gulf. Para-
graph (b)(3) of this section notwith-
standing, a person aboard a vessel that 
has a valid commercial permit for king 
mackerel is not subject to the bag 
limit for king mackerel when the ves-
sel has on board on a trip unauthorized 
gear other than a drift gillnet in the 
Gulf EEZ, a long gillnet, or a run- 
around gillnet in an area other than 
the southern Florida west coast 
subzone. Thus, the following applies to 
a vessel that has a commercial permit 
for king mackerel: 

(i) Such vessel may not use unau-
thorized gear in a directed fishery for 
king mackerel in the Gulf EEZ. 

(ii) If such a vessel has a drift gillnet 
or a long gillnet on board or a run- 
around gillnet in an area other than 
the southern Florida west coast 
subzone, no king mackerel may be pos-
sessed. 

(iii) If such a vessel has unauthorized 
gear on board other than a drift gillnet 
in the Gulf EEZ, a long gillnet, or a 
run-around gillnet in an area other 
than the southern Florida west coast 
subzone, the possession of king mack-
erel taken incidentally is restricted 
only by the closure provisions of 
§ 622.384(e) and the trip limits specified 
in § 622.385(a). See also § 622.379 regard-
ing the purse seine incidental catch al-
lowance of king mackerel. 

§ 622.376 Gear identification. 
(a) Spanish mackerel gillnet buoys. On 

board a vessel with a valid Spanish 
mackerel permit that is fishing for 
Spanish mackerel in, or that possesses 
Spanish mackerel in or from, the 
South Atlantic EEZ off Florida north 
of 25°20.4′ N. lat., which is a line di-
rectly east from the Miami-Dade/Mon-
roe County, FL, boundary, the float 
line of each gillnet possessed, including 
any net in use, must have a maximum 
of nine distinctive floats, i.e., different 
from the usual net buoys, spaced uni-
formly at a distance of 100 yd (91.4 m) 
or less. Each such distinctive float 
must display the official number of the 
vessel. 

(b) [Reserved] 

§ 622.377 Gillnet restrictions. 
(a) Gillnets for king mackerel. The min-

imum allowable mesh size for a gillnet 

used to fish in the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, 
or South Atlantic EEZ for king mack-
erel is 4.75 inches (12.1 cm), stretched 
mesh. A vessel in such EEZ, or having 
fished on a trip in such EEZ, with a 
gillnet on board that has a mesh size 
less than 4.75 (12.1 cm) inches, 
stretched mesh, may not possess on 
that trip an incidental catch of king 
mackerel that exceeds 10 percent, by 
number, of the total lawfully possessed 
Spanish mackerel on board. 

(b) Gillnets for Spanish mackerel. (1) 
The minimum allowable mesh size for 
a gillnet used to fish for Spanish mack-
erel in the Gulf, Mid-Atlantic, or South 
Atlantic EEZ is 3.5 inches (8.9 cm), 
stretched mesh. 

(i) A vessel in the Gulf EEZ, or hav-
ing fished on a trip in the Gulf EEZ, 
with a gillnet on board that has a mesh 
size less than 3.5 inches (8.9 cm), 
stretched mesh, may not possess on 
that trip any Spanish mackerel. 

(ii) A vessel in the South Atlantic or 
Mid-Atlantic EEZ, or having fished on 
a trip in such EEZ, with a gillnet on 
board that has a mesh size less than 3.5 
inches (8.9 cm), stretched mesh, may 
possess or land on the day of that trip 
no more than 500 lb (227 kg) of inciden-
tally caught Spanish mackerel. 

(2) On board a vessel with a valid 
Spanish mackerel permit that is fish-
ing for Spanish mackerel in, or that 
possesses Spanish mackerel in or from, 
the South Atlantic EEZ off Florida 
north of 25°20.4′ N. lat., which is a line 
directly east from the Miami-Dade/ 
Monroe County, FL, boundary— 

(i) No person may fish with, set, 
place in the water, or have on board a 
gillnet with a float line longer than 800 
yd (732 m). 

(ii) No person may fish with, set, or 
place in the water more than one 
gillnet at any one time. 

(iii) No more than two gillnets, in-
cluding any net in use, may be pos-
sessed at any one time; provided, how-
ever, that if two gillnets, including any 
net in use, are possessed at any one 
time, they must have stretched mesh 
sizes (as allowed under the regulations) 
that differ by at least .25 inch (.64 cm). 

(iv) No person may soak a gillnet for 
more than 1 hour. The soak period be-
gins when the first mesh is placed in 
the water and ends either when the 
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